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"We address ourselves, not to their humanity, but to their self-love; and never talk to them of our own necessities, but of their advantages." * But to get anything by way of exchange something must be given, and in any modern society that something is money (metallic or representative); and the money can only be obtained in the ordinary case by some form of employment. Employment, then, is a pre-requisite of consumption. He that will not work neither shall he eat, said the apostle of charity ; and he that has no work shall have no meat, is the variant of our modern man of business.
Accordingly, the dogmatic popular argument of cheapness is countered by the protectionist argument of employment. The one is as much a truism as the other; and as every one knows general truisms, like the axioms and postulates of Euclid or the common law, are quite useless until they are combined with particulars ; and in the combination lies the practical difficulty.
Adam Smith looks at the problems of foreign trade from the point of view of the producer as well as from that of the consumer, and applies equally the test of employment and, the test of cheapness.
There are, indeed, certain passages in the Wealth of Nations which have often been quoted to show that, in his opinion, it was only requisite*to look to the interests of the consumer. A passage very frequently extracted and interpreted without reference
1 Book i. cliap. li.